ESSENTIAL  40 #21 - HOW DO WE PRAY?

VERSES
SUPPLICATION:

John 14:12-14 - "I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it."
PRAY TO THE FATHER:
Matthew 6:9 - "This, then, is how you should pray: 'Our Father in heaven,'"

Ephesians 3:14,15 - "For this reason I kneel before the Father from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name."

PRAY TO THE SON:
Acts 7:59,60 - "While they were stoning him Stephen prayed, 'Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.'  Then he fell on his knees and cried out, 'Lord, do not hold this sin against them.'  When he had said this, he fell asleep."

II Corinthians 12:7-9 - "To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassing great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me.  Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  But he said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness."  Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so Christ's power may rest on me."

IN JESUS' NAME:
John 14:13,14, 15:16, 16:23,24,26 - "And I will do whatever you ask in my name [#1], so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  You may ask me for anything in my name [#2], and I will do it."  "You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit---fruit that will last.  Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. [#3)"  "In that day you will no longer ask me anything.  I tell you the truth, My Father will give you whatever you ask in my name [#4].  "Until now you have not asked for anything in my name [#5].  Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete…..In that day you will ask in my name. [#6]…"

Hebrews 10:19 - "Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus."

John 14:6 - "Jesus answered, 'I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me."

I Timothy 2:5 - "For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus"

HOW OFTEN?
Psalm 5:3 - "In the morning, O Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation."

Psalm 55:17 - "Evening, morning and noon I cry out in distress and he hears my voice."

Daniel 6:10 - "Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he when home to his upstairs room when the windows opened toward Jerusalem.  Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed….."

Mark 1:35 - "Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed."

Luke 6:12 - "One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray and spent the night praying to God."

Luke 18:1 - "Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up."

Acts 10:9 - "About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went on the roof top to pray."

Romans 1:9,10 - ….God, whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you in my prayer at all times.."

I Thessalonians 3:10 - "Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith."

Ephesians 6:18 - "and pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints."

I Thessalonians 5:17 - "pray continually;"

IN WHAT POSITION?
II Samuel 12:15-17 - "…David pleaded with God for his child.  He fasted and went into his house and spent the nights lying on the ground.  The elders of his household stood beside him to get him up from the ground…."

Psalm 28:2 - "Hear my cry for mercy as I call to you for help as I lift up my hands toward you Most Holy Place."

Psalm 95:6,7 - "Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker, for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture…"

Daniel 6:10 - "Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem.  Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed….."

Matthew 26:39 - "Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, 'My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me….."

Mark 11:25 - "And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in Heaven may forgive you your sins."

I Timothy 2:8 - "I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing."

PUBLIC OR PRIVATE?
Matthew 6:5,6 - "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men.  I tell you the truth they have received their reward in full.  But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to you Father, who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you."

Daniel 6:10 - "Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he when home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem.  Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to God, just as he had done before.  Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help."

Matthew 18:19,20 - "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  For where two of three come together in my name, there am I with them."

Luke 9:28 - "About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray."

Luke 23:34, 46 - "Jesus said, 'Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.  And they divided up his clothes by casting lots."  "Father, into your hand I commit my spirit.  When he had said this, he breathed his last."

John 16:33-17:1 - "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.  After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:"

Acts 1:12-14 - "Then they returned to Jerusalem for the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city.  When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying.  Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Phillip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, Judas the son of James.  They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers."

Acts 2:42,44 - "They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer….All the believers were together and had everything in common."

Acts 4:23-31 - "……After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly."

Acts 12:5,12 - "So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him…When this dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying."

WHAT PREVENTS OUR PRAYERS FROM BEING ANSWERED?
Psalm 66:18 - "If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened."

Isaiah 59:2 - "But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear."

Proverbs 21:13 - "If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered."

Proverbs 28:9 - "If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, even his prayers are detestable."

Matthew 6:5,6 - "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men.  I tell you the truth they have received their reward in full.  But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to you Father, who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you."

Mark 11:24, 25 - "Therefore, I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you received it, and it will be yours.  And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in Heaven may forgive you your sins."

James 4:3 - "When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures."

I Peter 3:7 - "Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and a heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing with hinder your prayers."

PRINCIPLE #1:
I John 5:14,15 - "this is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us---whatever we ask---we know that we have what we asked of him."

I Kings 3:5-14 - "…."So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish right and wrong.  For who is able to govern this great people of yours?  The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this.  So, God said to him, 'Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have you asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, I will do what you have asked.  I will give you a wise and discerning heart…."

PRINCIPLE #2:
James 1:5-8 - "If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.  But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown, and tossed by the wind.  That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does."

John 14:13 - "And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father."

I Peter 3:12 - "For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but face of the Lord is against those who do evil."

PRINCIPLE #3:
Psalm 37:4,5 - "Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this:"

James 1:5 - "If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him."

Jeremiah 33:2,3 - "This is what the Lord says, he who made the earth, the Lord who formed it and established it---the Lord is his name.  Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.

I John 3:21,22 - "Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him."

Hebrews 11:6 - "And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him."

PRINCIPLE #4:
Colossians 4:2 - "Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful."

Matthew 7:7,8 - "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who [continually] asks receives; he who [continually] seeks finds; and to him who [continually] knocks, the door will be open to him."

Luke 11:5-8 - "….I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give as much as he needs.  'So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you."

Luke 18:6-8 - "And the Lord said, 'Listen to what the unjust says.  And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night?  Will he keep putting them off?  I tell you, he will see they get justice, and quickly…"

Psalm 40:1,2 - "I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry.  He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand."

Matthew 18:19,20 - "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  

For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."

PRINCIPLE #5:
James 5:15-18 - "And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up……….The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  Elijah was a man just like us.  He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years.  Again he prayed and heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops."

Colossians 4:3,4 - "And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains.  Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should."

Acts 16:13-15 - "On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer.  We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there.  One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God.  The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message."
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